2024-2025 BSP#19 Group Time Discussion

(A) BEZEZMNZERAVEE Questions for Studying and Understanding (15 minutes)
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In the new heaven and new earth that John saw, “the sea was no more” (21:1).
How are we supposed to understand this vision?
a. There will be no sea in the new heaven and new earth.
b. John might have seen it wrong.
c. John follows biblical tradition and uses the sea to symbolize evil.
Example: Isaiah 27:1.
d. Since the sea is where evil forces gather, "the sea was no more" means
that there 1s no more evil.
e. The apocalyptic genre is often incoherent. "The sea was no more" 18
another example.
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After experiencing long years and many hardships, the Holy City of New
Jerusalem is “prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (21:2), descending
from heaven to become “the bride, the wife of the Lamb” (21:9). What do you
think of the fairy tale-like ending of the Bible? Is it real?
a. Itisonly John' s writing. He is kind-hearted and loves fairy tale endings.
b. It was invented by John. Clearly John 1s not suitable to be a Hollywood
screenwriter - their story must have a tragic ending.



¢. This shows that John, like many writers, was deeply influenced by fairy
tales and used his imagination to create this sweet and beautiful ending.

d. The holy city descended from heaven, the marriage between humans and
God, etc. are obviously myths and nonsense written in the apocalyptic
genre.

e. This 1s a true account that the Holy Spirit inspired. There are indeed many
fairy tales in the world about "prince charming saves the beauty, and the
two marry and live in happiness ever after". They reflect the deepest
desires in people's hearts and foreshadow the true story of God's
redemption of mankind and his union with man.

(B) Bz EAIFERTREH - Reflection and application question (10 minutes)

"IE RIS UL B 0 R EHRREACERE T (21:2) o HFERE - BrHRES
WU NER L AER B TN ) b - 255 CCSS el « NN 2ZEBFEATP
A REHE SRR ERIEER R SR KAt e K iE N E AT il AT
8 R — (B BT RIS AV SERE(CCSS p.342) - &kt A MHOUERG - sk © T {Ei—H - K
HgANBE - FrANFEEERERZDK AL . il2 - FMaTZ IR AvEsT - HEIER
FARAEE AR - 4 (812 3:10,13) R EEA A EERZ ? EA 28RS
RAFHMAITTE ?

“l also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God” (21:2).
Surprisingly, the new Jerusalem is not in heaven but has “come down” from heaven to earth.
The reference book CCSS explains: Man does not leave this visible world and go to heaven to
live in the new heaven and new earth, but the new heaven and new earth descend from heaven
to transform this visible world into a re-created paradise (CCSS p.342). Peter also had a
similar view. He said: "But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a mighty roar and the elements will be dissolved by fire... according to his
promise we await new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells."” (2 Peter 3:10,
13) How do you feel about this view? How does it impact your existence and how you live
today?



